




12 September 2005 
 

James C. Staves, Director 
Center for Emergency Preparedness 
CyberSecurity and Emergency Preparedness Institute 
The University of Texas at Dallas 
P.O. Box 830688 
Mail Station EC-34 
Richardson, TX 75083-0688 
   
Dear Jim: 
 
As an E-Plan supporter, I know how useful E-Plan is to the First Responders at emergency events, be they 
police officers, fire fighters, or other emergency personnel. E-Plan provides multiple sources of information 
on specific chemicals at a facility when an emergency occurs or during a transportation accident.  The tragic 
events that have occurred in the wake of Hurricane Katrina underscore the importance of efforts to create 
critical information systems such as E-Plan BEFORE disasters occur. Your recent up-grades to E-Plan to 
deal with hazardous materials released in Louisiana, Alabama and Mississippi were very timely and useful. 
 
I am happy that you have all 4400 plus of the Arkansas Tier II facilities in your E-Plan database and that you 
have already trained several hundred First Responders in Arkansas to use E-Plan. 
  
With over 22,000 chemicals and 40,000 facilities in the database, and instant links to DOT ER Guides, 
MSDS’s, Chemical profiles, NFPA Diamond codes, Coast Guard CHRIS and weather data, E-Plan is 
becoming the one-stop information resource for our First Responders.  Armed with this information, First 
Responders are better able to protect themselves, the people involved in the emergency, and the 
surrounding community.  
 
I understand E-Plan is also a great help in pre-planning and fire inspection work, which further enhances the 
value E-Plan brings to the community in preventing emergencies. 
 
Your continued improvements in E-Plan, such as online Registration and Training, online tier II form filing 
support, expanded local maps, etc., make E-Plan an invaluable tool for our First Responders, emergency 
managers, and regulated facilities. 
 
E-Plan is vital to our communities and we urge that you continue to support and improve E-Plan for us.  
 
I was especially impressed with the attached E-Plan Success Stories that are on the E-Plan News web site 
at http://eplannews.utdallas.edu/home.htm. 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.  
 
     Sincerely,   
 

 Blanche L. Lincoln 
 
cc: Debbie Dietrich 
      U.S.  EPA Emergency Prevention, Preparedness & Response 
      1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
      MC 5104A 
      Washington, DC   20460 
 
       Governor Mike Huckabee 
       State Capitol Building 
       Little Rock, AR 72201 
 
       Nick Macchiarolo 
       E-Plan Outreach Coordinator 
       1113 Brookwood 
       El Dorado, AR 71730 
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